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enforcement officials in the enforce-
ment of this regulation. 

[USCG–2017–0092, 82 FR 25730, June 5, 2017] 

§ 165.1714 Safety Zone; Alaska Marine 
Highway System Port Valdez Ferry 
Terminal, Port Valdez; Valdez, AK. 

(a) Location. The following area is a 
safety zone: All navigable waters of 
Port Valdez extending 200 yards in all 
directions from the edges of the Alaska 
Marine Highway System Terminal 
dock located in Port Valdez at 61°07′26″ 
N and 146°21′50″ W. 

(b) Enforcement period. The rule will 
be enforced whenever there is an Alas-
ka Marine Highway System Ferry ves-
sel transiting within the area described 
in paragraph (a) of this section and 
there is a Commercial Salmon Fishery 
Opener that includes the navigable 
waters within the safety zone. Each en-
forcement period will be announced by 
a broadcast notice to mariners when 
the Commercial Salmon Fishery Open-
er is announced. 

(c) Definitions. The following defini-
tions apply to this section: 

(1) The term ‘‘designated representa-
tive’’ means any Coast Guard commis-
sioned, warrant or petty officer of the 
U.S. Coast Guard who has been des-
ignated by the Captain of the Port, 
Prince William Sound, to act on his or 
her behalf. 

(2) The term ‘‘official patrol vessel’’ 
may consist of any Coast Guard, Coast 
Guard Auxiliary, state, or local law en-
forcement vessels assigned or approved 
by the COTP, Prince William Sound. 

(3) The term ‘‘AMHS vessel’’ means 
any vessel owned or operated by the 
Alaska Marine Highway System, in-
cluding, but not limited to: M/V AU-
RORA, M/V CHENEGA, M/V COLUM-
BIA, M/V FAIRWEATHER, M/V KEN-
NICOTT, M/V LECONTE, M/V LITUYA, 
M/V MALASPINA, M/V MATANUSKA, 
M/V TAKU and M/V TUSTUMENA. 

(d) Regulations. (1) The general regu-
lations contained in 33 CFR 165.23, as 
well as the requirements in paragraphs 
(d)(2) through (5) of this section, apply. 

(2) No vessels, except for AMHS fer-
ries and vessels owned or operated by 
AMHS will be allowed to transit the 
safety zone without the permission of 
the COTP Prince William Sound or the 

designated representative during peri-
ods of enforcement. 

(3) All persons and vessels shall com-
ply with the instructions of the COTP 
or the designated representative. Upon 
being hailed by a U.S. Coast Guard ves-
sel or other official patrol vessel by 
siren, radio, flashing light or other 
means, the operator of the hailed ves-
sel shall proceed as directed. 

(4) Vessel operators desiring to enter 
or operate within the regulated area 
may contact the COTP or the des-
ignated representative via VHF chan-
nel 16 or 907–835–7205 (Prince William 
Sound Vessel Traffic Service) to re-
quest permission to do so. 

(5) The COTP, Prince William Sound 
may be aided by other Federal, state, 
borough, and local law enforcement of-
ficials in the enforcement of this regu-
lation. In addition, members of the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary may be present 
to inform vessel operators of this regu-
lation. 

[USCG–2018–0578, 83 FR 32209, July 12, 2018; 83 
FR 34042, July 19, 2018] 

Subpart G—Protection of Naval 
Vessels 

AUTHORITY: 14 U.S.C. 91 and 633; 49 CFR 
1.45. 

SOURCE: LANT AREA–02–001, 67 FR 31960, 
May 13, 2002, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 165.2010 Purpose. 
This subpart establishes the geo-

graphic parameters of naval vessel pro-
tection zones surrounding U.S. naval 
vessels in the navigable waters of the 
United States. This subpart also estab-
lishes when the U.S. Navy will take en-
forcement action in accordance with 
the statutory guidelines of 14 U.S.C. 91. 
Nothing in the rules and regulations 
contained in this subpart shall relieve 
any vessel, including U.S. naval ves-
sels, from the observance of the Navi-
gation Rules. The rules and regulations 
contained in this subpart supplement, 
but do not replace or supercede, any 
other regulation pertaining to the safe-
ty or security of U.S. naval vessels. 

§ 165.2015 Definitions. 
The following definitions apply to 

this subpart: 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 12:40 May 11, 2021 Jkt 250138 PO 00000 Frm 01011 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\250138.XXX 250138S
pa

sc
ha

l o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



1002 

33 CFR Ch. I (7–1–20 Edition) § 165.2020 

Atlantic Area means that area de-
scribed in 33 CFR 3.04–1 Atlantic Area. 

Large U.S. naval vessel means any 
U.S. naval vessel greater than 100 feet 
in length overall. 

Naval defensive sea area means those 
areas described in 32 CFR part 761. 

Naval vessel protection zone is a 500- 
yard regulated area of water sur-
rounding large U.S. naval vessels that 
is necessary to provide for the safety or 
security of these U.S. naval vessels. 

Navigable waters of the United States 
means those waters defined as such in 
33 CFR part 2. 

Navigation rules means the Naviga-
tion Rules, International-Inland. 

Official patrol means those personnel 
designated and supervised by a senior 
naval officer present in command and 
tasked to monitor a naval vessel pro-
tection zone, permit entry into the 
zone, give legally enforceable orders to 
persons or vessels within the zone, and 
take other actions authorized by the 
U.S. Navy. 

Pacific Area means that area de-
scribed in 33 CFR 3.04–3 Pacific Area. 

Restricted area means those areas es-
tablished by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers and set out in 33 CFR part 334. 

Senior naval officer present in command 
is, unless otherwise designated by com-
petent authority, the senior line officer 
of the U.S. Navy on active duty, eligi-
ble for command at sea, who is present 
and in command of any part of the De-
partment of Navy in the area. 

U.S. naval vessel means any vessel 
owned, operated, chartered, or leased 
by the U.S. Navy; any pre-commis-
sioned vessel under construction for 
the U.S. Navy, once launched into the 
water; and any vessel under the oper-
ational control of the U.S. Navy or a 
Combatant Command. 

Vessel means every description of 
watercraft or other artificial contriv-
ance used, or capable of being used, as 
a means of transportation on water, ex-
cept U.S. Coast Guard or U.S. naval 
vessels. 

§ 165.2020 Enforcement authority. 

(a) Coast Guard. Any Coast Guard 
commissioned, warrant or petty officer 
may enforce the rules and regulations 
contained in this subpart. 

(b) Senior naval officer present in com-
mand. In the navigable waters of the 
United States, when immediate action 
is required and representatives of the 
Coast Guard are not present or not 
present in sufficient force to exercise 
effective control in the vicinity of 
large U.S. naval vessels, the senior 
naval officer present in command is re-
sponsible for the enforcement of the 
rules and regulations contained in this 
subpart to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of all large naval vessels present. 
In meeting this responsibility, the sen-
ior naval officer present in command 
may directly assist any Coast Guard 
enforcement personnel who are 
present. 

§ 165.2025 Atlantic Area. 

(a) This section applies to any vessel 
or person in the navigable waters of 
the United States within the bound-
aries of the U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic 
Area, which includes the First, Fifth, 
Seventh, Eighth and Ninth U.S. Coast 
Guard Districts. 

NOTE TO § 165.2025 PARAGRAPH (a): The 
boundaries of the U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic 
Area and the First, Fifth, Seventh, Eighth 
and Ninth U.S. Coast Guard Districts are set 
out in 33 CFR part 3. 

(b) A naval vessel protection zone ex-
ists around U.S. naval vessels greater 
than 100 feet in length overall at all 
times in the navigable waters of the 
United States, whether the large U.S. 
naval vessel is underway, anchored, 
moored, or within a floating drydock, 
except when the large naval vessel is 
moored or anchored within a restricted 
area or within a naval defensive sea 
area. 

(c) The Navigation Rules shall apply 
at all times within a naval vessel pro-
tection zone. 

(d) When within a naval vessel pro-
tection zone, all vessels shall operate 
at the minimum speed necessary to 
maintain a safe course, unless required 
to maintain speed by the Navigation 
Rules, and shall proceed as directed by 
the Coast Guard, the senior naval offi-
cer present in command, or the official 
patrol. When within a naval vessel pro-
tection zone, no vessel or person is al-
lowed within 100 yards of a large U.S. 
naval vessel unless authorized by the 
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